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The Grand Opening  

 
What was once a dream is now a reality.  We have a 
museum in Damascus and it is open.  On November 
17, 2009 at 3:00 PM, the crowd of 75 to 100 members, 
friends, and invited guests joined us on the museum 
grounds for the opening   ceremonies   lead   by 
Heritage Society President, Randy Scritchfield.    
 

 
Heritage Society President Randy Scritchfield  
welcomes the crowd to the Grand Opening. 

 
County official Nancy Hislop presented the Society with 
a Proclamation from County Executive Isiah Leggett, 
Ken Reichard, assistant to US Senator Benjamin 
Cardin, was in attendance, and Fire Chief Darron Long 
introduced the first exhibit showcasing the Damascus 
Volunteer Fire Department.  For this special day Chief 
Long brought with him the first Damascus fire truck 
which he parked on the lawn beside the building.  
During the last part of the program, several Society 
members thanked people and companies that made 
significant contributions to the museum project ï the 
support from the community was the only reason we 

were able to open and celebrate. 
 

 

 
President Randy Scritchfield accepts a Proclamation from County 

Executive Isiah Leggett, presented by Nancy Hislop. 
 

 
Fire Chief Darron Long addresses the crowd. 

   
The program concluded with the ribbon cutting by three 
of our most distinguished Founding and Charter 
members ï Bobby Williams, Founder and first 
significant supporter and believer in the very beginning 
when we had nothing to show for our efforts; Harvey 
Zeigler, Charter member and oldest Board member 
and noted community activist; and John Grigg, Charter 
member and the man with the original idea of 
preserving our Damascus history by planting the 
museum seed many years ago. 
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The ribbon cutters from left to right are Bobby Williams, 

 Harvey Zeigler, and John Grigg. 
 

After the ribbon cutting, the museum was open for 
business and the reception with cookies and hot cider 
was enjoyed on the lawn.  The celebration lasted until 
dark when the old fire truck left the grounds and the 
last of the visitors drifted away.  It was, indeed, a grand 
opening. 
 

 
Inside the museum the visitors are enjoying the Volunteer 
Fire Department exhibit, which will run until January 27. 

 

 
The old fire truck came for the opening and here it is  

going home at the end of the day of celebration.                                                              

 

Planting Day 
 
Just in case the Grand Opening was not exciting 
enough, we had a planting event the following 
Saturday, November 21, 2009.  We planned to have 
the planting completed for the Grand Opening but the 
weather did not cooperate.  It was just as well because 
we needed to utilize all of the available space that day 
for the big celebration.   
 
Several months ago a landscape architect and a 
resident of Damascus, David Post of Donovan, Feola, 
Balderson, and Associates in Montgomery Village, 
contacted us and said that he would like to be involved 
in our project and perhaps he could offer his service.  
Right away he prepared a beautiful professional 
landscape design for the area around the museum.  As 
fall came we just had to tell Mr. Post that all of our 
funds went into the building project and we had only a 
tiny fraction of the thousands it would take to see his 
plan through completion.  Not to fear, Mr. Post said, he 
would see what he could do.   
 
He found John Austin and his partner Mack McCune of 
Green Gardens, Inc. in Clarksburg who donated 
compost, plants, mulch, men, and machines to do the 
job.  Yes, donated, as in thousands of dollars of plant 
material, etc.  We gathered up our usual crowd, in 
addition to two ladies from the Family Community 
Garden Club of Damascus and spent the day getting 
dirty.  
  
It was fun, as always, and turned out beautifully.  
Please stop by to see our finished product and also to 
enjoy the exhibit inside, as well.  The plantings look 
good even in the winter.  Check out these pictures.  
Linda is never without that camera and loves to take 
pictures. 
 

 
Two trucks full of plants, compost, mulch, men, and machines 

arrived at the museum in the early 
 morning of Saturday, November 21, 2009. 




