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From the Editor 

 
Another year has come and gone and here we 
are in 2009.  How time flies.  The Damascus 
Heritage Society had a great year in 2008 and 
came a long way in our effort to build a museum 
in Damascus to preserve our area history.  We 
started the year in January with a planning 
workshop for fund raising which continues to be 
the first and foremost major concern at this time.  
Without the funds, the rest wonôt happen.  By 
February, we were into our first fund raising effort 
with a jewelry show hosted by Society member 
Nancy Lambros at the Music Café.  In March we 
had a day at Ledoôs where they shared their 
profits of the day with us.  By April, we had a 
vendor show at the Recreation Center and May 
brought the Elvis concert.  The list of events goes 
on and on and includes our most recent letter 
campaign in November.  At this writing we are 
coming close to our first goal of $50,000 which will 
allow us to qualify for the State Bond of $200,000 
for the building of a permanent home for the 
museum.  During the year, we met new people, 
established some wonderful relationships with 
people and businesses in town, and participated 
in some community events.  We always have a 
good time while promoting our cause.  You should 
join us.  We have several activities planned 
already for 2009.  Some of our events will be 
happening for the second or third year and will 
soon become a tradition as we create our own 
history.  We are already planning our Heritage 
Day on September 20 in conjunction with the 
Izaak Walton League.  We had a very successful 
Heritage Day in 2008 and hope to make it bigger 
and better in 2009.  This particular event is one 
that we hope will become a tradition for the 

community where we can emphasize and enjoy 
our history while teaching a new generation the 
importance of preserving our rich heritage.  
Please find time to support our efforts by 
participating in our events or by donating your 
time and talents or by providing your financial 
support.  We need you. 
 

Linda Olsen, Editor 
 

 

Heritage Day 2008 was a Success 
 
The first annual Heritage Day was a joint effort of 
the Heritage Society and the Izaak Walton 
League and was held on the beautiful grounds of 
the IWL on Mullinix Mill Road.  The successful 
event was on Sunday, October 19, 2008.  We had 
many activities available during the afternoon in 
addition to food and vendors and crafts people.  
The IWL organized a turkey shoot, a working 
blacksmith, and an air gun demonstration for the 
kids.  They also provided a nature walk and 
scavenger hunt, a tour of their experimental 
chestnut tree project, and tips on invasive plants 
common to our area.   
 
The Heritage Society invited some antique 
tractors and the Damascus Fire Department 
brought their antique fire truck in addition to one 
of their new trucks.  Fire trucks always seem to 
draw a crowd.  We also had some live bluegrass 
music provided by George Green and his friends.   
 
One of the highlights was our speaker program.  
The first speakers were Society member Harvey 
Zeigler and his daughter Rose who told us the 
history of their family and the history of the African 
American community in the Damascus area.  
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Harvey has been a major player in civil rights in 
Montgomery County for many years.  See the 
article about Harvey Zeigler later in this 
newsletter.   
 

 
Harvey Zeigler and his daughter Rose lead a discussion about their   
family history and the Africian American community in Damascus. 

 
The second speaker was Bernardine Gladhill 
Beall who told us about her family and her father, 
Buck Gladhill.  Buck was an institution in 
Damascus for many, many years. 
 

 
Bernardine Gladhill Beall speaking about her father, Buck Gladhill. 

 
The Society members had a wonderful time that 
day and look forward to having Heritage Day 
become a tradition in the community.  Please 
mark your calendar now for Heritage Day 2009 on 
September 20, 2009 at the IWL.    
 

 

Local Lawyer, Patricia McKenzie, Donates 
Xerox Copier to the Heritage Society. 

 
On a very rainy day in November, Charlie 
Crawford, Dan King, Ray Olsen, and Linda Olsen 
met at Patricia McKenzieôs law office to pick up a 
used copier that she donated to the Heritage 

Society.  The full size copier was located on the 

second floor of the law office and was being 
moved to the basement level of the Olsen house.  
Oh, yes, and did I mention that it was raining? 
Pouring rain?  And we had two open pick-up 
trucks?  In spite of the weather, the copier was 
moved, set up, dried out, and currently works like 
a charm.  We appreciate the generous 
contribution to the Society and have already made 
many copies on our new machine for our 
November letter campaign.  Thank you, Miss 
McKenzie, from all of us.   
 

 

 Support 

Your 

Local 

Museum 
 

 
Paint Day In December 

 
On a cold and windy Tuesday in December, ten 
brave Society members and one loyal friend met 
at the museum to paint the outside of the building.  
(The doors will be painted at a later date.)  
Thanks to hard work and a lot of help from our 
friend, professional painter Nathan Orem, the 
museum looks fresh and clean and just about 
ready for business.  Everyone was moving quickly 
because of the cold so we were finished in two 
and a half hours.  Must be a record of some kind! 
 

 
Painters ï from left, Jim Starcher, Harvey Zeigler, 
Ray Olsen on ladder, Daria King with paint bucket, 

Nathan Orem working on window, 
Rick Bellison from Tom and Rayôs, 

Gail Davidson, Pat Williams. 
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Painters kneeling in front:  Ray Olsen and Daria King.  Painters 
standing: Jim Starcher, Dan King, Rick Bellison, Nathan Orem, 
Harvey Zeigler, Pat Williams, and Charlie Crawford.  Missing from 
photo is Gail Davidson and Linda Olsen 

 

 

-AND- 
Speaking of work on the buildingé 

 

Check Out Our Shutters 
 
On another cold day, this time in January, five 
brave members met at the museum to install the 
shutters on all four windows.  Shutters were 
donated by Society President Randy Scritchfield, 
and were carefully hung by Charlie, Dan, Jim, and 
Ray with many instructions provided by Linda 
(higher, a little higher, now a little to the righté). 
 

 
Shutter installers Charlie Crawford, Jim Starcher, Dan King,  

Ray Olsen, and taking the picture, Linda Olsen.   
See our new shutters. 

 
With the completion of the painting and the 
shutters, the outside of the building is almost 
finished.  When the weather gets a little warmer, 
the doors will be painted forest green to match the 
shutters.  The doors are currently being repaired.  

In the spring we will be landscaping and adding a 
sign. 
 
The last big project, installing the electricity, is still 
pending until we raise enough money to do the 
job.  After that, volunteers will do the interior work 
necessary to clean up and set up the exhibits.  
See the next article for an update on the building 
process. 
 

 

 We need you! 
 

 
Museum Construction Slows Along With 
the Economy.  With Your Help, We Can 

Get Both Moving Again! 
By Dan King 

 
Following real progress during recent months, 
construction on the museum located behind the 
Damascus Library has temporarily slowed until 
sufficient donations are received to contract for 
electrical service.  During this hiatus, minor 
architectural work continues.  This past month the 
building was painted and recently, shutters were 
installedðall through the volunteer efforts of our 
members ï see previous articles in this newsletter 
on paint and shutters.   
 
A number of bids were solicited for providing 
electrical service to the museum and the cost will 
exceed, by several thousand dollars, the amount 
in our treasury.  As of this writing, we do not have 
sufficient funds to proceed with the work but we 
are actively appealing for funds from our 
members and friends and are planning a number 
of fund raising activities for 2009.  Certainly, if you 
plan to support our efforts, there could not be a 
better time than now to donate.  There are a 
number of reasons for pressing forward at this 
time: 
 

¶ Electrical service is necessary before we 
can begin work on the interior of the 
building.   

¶ We need to complete the work before 
March when our building and occupancy 
permits expire. 
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¶ We need to raise a total of $50,000 by 
March to qualify for a State of Maryland 
Bond Bill for $200,000.  We have raised 
about 2/3rds of that amount. 

 
We all know that the economy is going through 
some tough times and that has seriously impacted 
donations to community projects such as the 
Damascus museum.  However, if we are ever 
going to preserve our local history and culture, the 
time is now.  But we cannot do it alone.  We need 
your help.  A donation to the Damascus Heritage 
Society museum effort will not only help the 
community but will also provide you with a tax 
credit for the coming year.  Please do what you 
can and mail your donations to: 
 

Damascus Heritage Society Museum, Inc. 
P.O. Box 218 

Damascus, MD 20872 
 
For $1,000+ you can become a Museum Charter 
Member; for $5,000+ you can become a Museum 
Founder.  However, all donations, regardless of 
the amount, are a help and are appreciated.  
Even better than money, give us your time and 
join us at our monthly meetings at 7 PM at the 
Library on the third Monday of each month.  See 
the monthly meeting schedule at the end of this 
newsletter. 
   

Shirts Have Arrived ! 
 

 
                Sweatshirt             Polo Shirt              T-Shirt 

 

Call Ray Olsen at 301-253-1811 
to purchase a shirt. 

We have sweatshirts, polo shirts, and 
t-shirts in many sizes. 
Get your shirts today. 

Support your local museum. 
 

People Making a Difference 

By Pat Williams 
 
History teaches us that every person can make a 
difference.  In this new series we will attempt to 
highlight some of those who have made a 
difference in the Damascus area.  In keeping with 
Februaryôs Black History Month, we have selected 
individuals for our first story who exemplify the 
struggle for civil rights within the Damascus 
Community. 
  
Eighty-five years before Harvey Zeigler was born 
into a free but unequal society, his great 
grandfather, John Holsey was born a slave on the 
Mullinix Plantation.  John married Mahalia Dorsey, 
also a slave and they had seven children.  John 
was considered a ñfree slaveò.  Technically a 
slave, he had proven himself to be trustworthy 
and was given the freedom to move about 
unsupervised.  Using his vision and self-taught 
skills, John led the effort in constructing churches 
and schools for the African American community 
in and around Damascus.  John and many of his 
children were able to acquire land for farming 
along what is now Holsey Road.  John sold a 
parcel of land which had been part of the original 
slave quarters, to his great granddaughter and 
Harvey Zeiglerôs sister, Inez McAbee.  The site 
remains in the family today and is considered a 
historical site. 
   
Doc Zeigler (Harvey and Inezôs paternal 
grandfather) was also born into slavery but in 
South Carolina.  He was able to escape and make 
his way north via the Underground Railroad and 
eventually settled in Damascus around 1862 and 
later married Sarah Holsey (daughter of John 
Holsey).  Doc was known for his musical talent 
and used these talents to entertain both blacks 
and whites throughout the Damascus area.  Doc 
lived on Moxley Road in the community known as 
Zeiglertown.  Docôs son, Ellsworth (Harvey and 
Inezôs father) carried on his fatherôs musical 
tradition until his untimely death. 
 
Harvey Zeigler was born in 1920 into a 
segregated society.  His experiences with 
discrimination led him to find ways to break down 
barriers and fight the discriminatory practices he 
faced on a daily basis.  Harvey faced 
discrimination in school, while defending his 
country in World War II, in the work place, and in 
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the community.  He began taking on the injustices 
one at a time, vowing to right the wrongs and do 
his part to stamp out segregation.  He helped 
establish the Black AMVETS when the American 
Legion denied him entry, he struck down the 
Damascus bankôs ñno lending policiesò to local 
blacks, he worked with the NAACP to eliminate 
housing discrimination, he fought for equality in 
the workplace, he worked with the local youth, 
and he played a significant role in the integration 
of local churches.  Although Harvey has been 
most recognized for his effort to help the African 
American community, his good works extended to 
all when he helped establish a food pantry for 
Damascus and assisted in providing support for 
the sick and elderly.  
 

 
Harvey Zeigler attending the ground breaking of the 

Damascus Heritage Society Museum. 

 
Mr. Zeigler has been recognized for his efforts by 
many local and national organizations including 
the NAACP and the National Visionary 
Leadership Project.  In addition, he has been 
inducted into the Montgomery County 
Humanitarian Hall of Fame.  Harvey Zeigler has 
made a difference in Damascus and beyond.  See 
his story at: 
 
http://www.visionaryproject.org/zeiglerharvey/. 
 

 
Upcoming Events for 2009 

 
The Heritage Society is going to be busy in 2009.  
In order to get the museum open and keep it 
running we need to be constantly planning fund 
raising activities.  In February we will have an 
open forum at the Senior Center/Library for 
information purposes only.  We will tell you about 
our goals and our accomplishments thus far and 
follow with a question and answer period.  Watch 
the local papers for a date and time.  We want to 
keep you informed of our plans and goals. 

April may bring a golf tournament, perhaps May 
will be our second annual Vender Expo, 
Damascus Days will happen in July, the first part 
of September will bring the fair, and September 
20 will be our second annual Heritage Day with 
the Izaak Walton League.   
 
We have additional ideas on the back burner so 
please watch for our advertizements.  We work 
hard, but we have fun, and we need your support 
in everything we do.  And in between all this 
activity, we hope to open the museum. 
 

 

 Buy more 
shirts     

 

2009/2010 Elections 

 
The Damascus Heritage Society held elections for 
Officers and a newly established Board of 
Directors during the month of December 2008.  
Three officers and ten board members were 
elected for a two-year term. Those elected 
include: 
 
Officers: 
     President ï Randy Scritchfield 
     Vice President ï Linda Olsen 
      Treasurer ï Ephraim Salins 
 
Board of Directors: 
 Bernardine Beall 
     Charles Crawford 
      Gail Davidson 
      Dan King 
      Daria King 
     Nan Norton 
      Ray Olsen 
      James Starcher 
      Pat Williams 
      Harvey Zeigler 
 
Elected Officers also serve as members of the 
Board of Directors and the President serves as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors.  
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Additional Charter Members 

 
A complete list of Charter Members was 
published in the Fall 2008 issue of our newsletter.  
In this issue we will update that list with just those 
Charter Members who have joined our Society 
since the Fall 2008 issue was printed.  We will 
then continue to print just the updates in each 
newsletter until Fall 2009 when we will again print 
the complete list.   
 
Updates since Fall 2008 are as follows: 
 
Ruby Hyatt 
Peggy and Raymond Sicotte 
Randolph and Sally Boyer Skogsberg Smith   
     and Children     
Elizabeth K. Thompson 
 
We appreciate every one of our members and 
contributors and we especially thank our Charter 
Members.  Without your support our museum 
would not be possible.  Thank you all. 
 

 
Memberships ñIn Memory ofò  

or ñIn Honor ofò 
 
As with the Charter Members, the ñIn Memory ofò 
or ñIn Honor ofò complete list was printed in the 
Fall 2008 issue of the newsletter.  In this issue we 
will print just the additions since that time.  Then 
again in the Fall 2009 issue, we will print the 
complete list.   
 
The additions are as follows: 

 

From Mrs. Helen W. Boyer  

A donation in memory of  

M. McKendree Boyer, MD  

A donation in memory of  

Dr. George M. and Annie Bowman Boye r  

A donation in memory of  

Archie W. and Sallie Purdum Souder  

 

From William and  Elizabeth Kenney  

A donation in honor of  daughter  

Rena Davidson,  husband David ,  

     and family,  

In lieu of Christmas gifts  

  

 

From Dale N. and Bonnie C. Maue  

A donation in memory of  

Ritchie Haney  

 

 

From Randolph and Sally  

     Boyer Skogsberg Smith and Children  

A donation in memory of  

M. McKendree Boyer, MD  

A donation in honor of  

Helen W. Boyer  

 

 

What a wonderful way to remember someone 
special in your life.  We thank everyone for their 
support of the Damascus Heritage Society.   
 

 
 

Heritage Day 2009 
 

September 20 
 

At the  
 

Izaak Walton League 

 
 

 

 
Meeting Schedule

 

From Mrs. Ruby Hyatt  

A donation in memory of  

Herbert S. Hyatt  

 

The Damascus Heritage Society meets on the 
third Monday of the month, unless it falls on a 
holiday, in which case it will then be moved to the 
fourth Monday.  All meetings are held in the large 
conference room at the Damascus Public Library 
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unless noted otherwise.  Meetings start promptly 
at 7:00 PM.  For 2009 the meetings are as 
follows:  
 

January 26, 2009  

February 23, 2009  

March 16, 2009  

April 20, 2009  

May 18, 2009  

June 15, 2009  

July 20, 2009  

August 17, 2009  

September 21, 2009  

October 19, 2009  

November 16, 2009  

December  21, 2009  

  
Mark your calendar now.  Call 301-253-1811 for 
information.    
 

 
 

Watch 
 

For 
 

Upcoming Events  
 

 

 
 

All printing and copying for the 
Damascus Heritage Society, Inc. 

is provided by 

 
DOVETAIL 

  

 
 

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE 
DAMASCUS HERITAGE SOCIETY, INC. 

 

All payments are tax deductible - we are a  
501c3 non-profit charitable organization. 

 
 
Name:  

 
 
Address:  

 

 
City, State, Zip:  

  

 
 Phone:  

  

   
Email:  

  
 
 
 

Memberships: 
 

[  ] Individual $25    
 

[  ] Family $35  
 

[  ] Business  $50 
 

[  ] Sponsor  $100-$249 
 

[  ] Patron  $250-$499     
 

[  ] Benefactor  $500-$999  
 

[  ] Charter  $1,000-$4999   
 

[  ] Founder  $5000+ 
 

[  ] Other________________________ 
 

 
If desired, in Memory/Honor of: 
         (circle one) 
 

  

 
Mail to: 
 

Damascus Heritage Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 218 

Damascus, MD 20872 
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How many Heritage Society members does it take to install a shutter? 
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