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From the Editor

Our building is finished. Can you believe it? We
have worked really hard, harassed everyone in
town for support of some kind, and made many,
many new friends in the community along the way.
It has been a wonderful journey. We thank all of
you who have supported our cause, donated your
time and talents, and been there when we needed
somet hing. You havenot
though, as we will always need your interest and
support if we are to continue on our path to bring a
museum to Damascus.

We are now ready for the fun part of this whole
adventure T collecting artifacts, preparing exhibits,
and recording oral histories from our older residents
who remember how Damascus was in the past.
Remember the Druid? When it was a theater? Do
you remember going to the movies at the Druid?
Do you remember the skating rink? And the
bowling alley? One of our first exhibits is going to
be about entertainment in Damascus. There used
to be many things available that are now a thing of
the past. We will be collecting all kinds of items
related to entertainment, including your stories.
Start now to check in your attics and basements for
anything that you might have that you would be
willing to donate or loan to the museum. As we
start to prepare an exhibit, we will advertise in the
Gazette for related items. Waich for our requests
because we still need your input, interest, and
support. Also, watch for our grand opening so you
can come in to see our building for yourself. Again,
thank you to everyone who helped us arrive at this
milestone.
Linda Olsen, Editor

First Annual Golf Tournament
Was a Great Success

The First Annual Golf Tournament sponsored by
the Damascus Heritage Society finally took place
on May 18, 2009 at the Links at Challedon in Mt.
Airy. Yes, finally, since it took three attempts to get
it done. The original date was April 20. Bad storms
SWRH 18ts of rAi werk Prédicted Qo that! day and
sure enough, it happened just that way. The golf
club was very gracious and suggested we move it
to May 4.

A

Damascus g

Heritage Society

Several Society members at the registration table.

The morning of May 4 was foggy and rainy and
worse than April 20. We dressed in our rain gear
and went out to the golf club never dreaming that
they would suggest again that we postpone the
event. The staff at the Links at Challedon really
insisted that we wait for good weather so that we
would have a good time. Again we rearranged our
schedule, this time for May 18, the third attempt.
May 18 was beautiful and we did, indeed, have a



good time, thanks to the wonderful and
accommodating staff at Challedon. In addition to
18 holes of golf, we had lunch on the patio and
dinner in the dining room. After dinner, Society
President Randy Scritchfield and our humber one
golf advisor, Dr. Patrick Skipton, presented the
awards and door prizes.

05/18/2009

Golfers and Society members gathering in the dining room
for the banquet and awards presentation.

Everyone had a very enjoyable day and the wait
was worth it. A big thank you goes out to our
players who hung in there through all the
scheduling changes. We hope all of you will join us
again next year.

Baker Trailers Have Left Town

The Baker trailers have gone to a good home and
the Heritage Society couldn6 t be
started as a good idea soon became a burden that
we could not handle. The original plan was to have
two sites with portable classrooms i one at the
Senior Center/Library to be used as the museum
and one across Oak Drive from Baker Middle
School to be used as storage. Early on it became
evident that the cost to prepare and use both sites
was prohibitive. While we were concentrating on
the museum site on the Senior Center/Library
grounds, the Baker trailers, as we soon began to
refer to them, were vandalized and deteriorating. It
was evident that as we were slowly raising funds
for the museum there would never be enough
money available to maintain the Baker trailers.
After the decision was made to dispose of the
trailers, the search began for a good home. We
wanted to give them away but everyone who came
to look decided against it for some reason or
another until the Montgomery Police Department

happier.

came along. They had been searching for a
portable classroom for some time to use as a driver
training facility in Germantown. We finally found
each other and the plans were made to move them
to their new home.

On April 29, 2009 the Police representatives, along
with some Fire and Rescue personnel, and some
Heritage Society members met at the Baker site
and the process began to unfold. The Police were
very organized and prepared for any situation
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Montgomery County Police preparing the Baker trailers
to be moved to Germantown

that came along and they soon had the first half
hooked up and on its way to Germantown despite
the many problems that cropped up along the way.
They supplied their own escort, of course, and
proceeded down Oak Drive and onto Route 27 just
like a parade.

Ray and Jim waving a sad good-bye to the first trailer
as it starts the journey to Germantown.

Shortly they were back for the second half and the
entire activity was wrapped up in about 3 hours. It



was a good day for both the Heritage Society and
the Police Department.

Note: The Heritage Society would like to thank
Long Fence Company for donating the fencing that
surrounded the Baker trailers for almost two years.
We could not operate without the tremendous
community support we receive on a daily basis.

buy more shirts

Work Day at the Museum

On May 15, Heritage Society members met at the

business person from our town involved in our
project. We could not have gotten the carpet off
the floor without his help.

Removing the carpet in two-foot sections took

museum for a fimorningo of Wwhor e &k Aol loa huyss pwIining and

developed into an entire day of work. In order to
prepare the interior of the museum for paint and
carpet, some clean up was in order. There were
chalk boards and cork boards glued to the walls
and there was worn, dirty carpet glued to the floor.
We thought that ten people could work for a
morning and have the whole place clean and ready

Las Vegas Market, chopping the glue.

The job was completed, everyone worked hard, but
everyone had a good time, believe it or not. We all

one

enjoy each otherds company

task like this more enjoyable.

to go. What we didnodét realize was that everything

was glued down with super glue. The boards either
left globs of glue on the walls or pulled off part of
the wall as they were removed.
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Jim and Dan working on the back wall after the cork
board was removed i see the glue spots?

The carpet required several men and industrial
sized tools to remove it from the cement floor. It
was a full day of hard work. We had help from
Tomas Paz Mejia, owner of the Las Vegas Market
on Main Street. We were pleased to have another

Museum Construction is

Now Complete (Or AImost)
By Dan King

With the recent installation of sheetrock and
wainscoting, then the painting, the replacement of
ceiling tiles and carpeting, and finally following
numerous county inspections, we are now ready to
begin collecting and arranging artifacts for a fall
opening of the museum. Although major
construction is now complete, a number of less
critical items remain to be done. Signs have to be
made and placed on the building and the County is
requiring that we contract for a survey to do a
location drawing for the building. Mechanical
repairs are needed and over the next few years,
our landscaping plans have to be implemented. If
you havenodot seen t he I
building, it is on display in the library/senior center
lobby.

This will be our last construction report so it is a
good time to thank our contractors and many
generous contributors of goods and services.



First our contractors; they provided quality work at
a fair price for services rendered.

The LeNak Company (Ken Lefebvre), 301-482-
0290, foundation and building erection

Jim Piateski, Remodeling, 301-758-4016, interior
renovations

Precision Electrical Services (Vincent Cummings),
240-372-4022, power distribution and electrical

Interior contractor Jim Piateski, on left, talks with exterior contractor
Ken Lefebvre, on the right with his daughter, and Jim Starcher of the
museum building committee in the middle.

In addition, a number of other companies and
individuals very generously provided goods and
services at no cost as a community service and
we ask that you support them as well.

SK&A Structural Engineers, 202-659-2520,
structural engineering

Long Fence (ljamsville), 301-662-1600,
construction fencing

G&G Landscaping, 301-253-3265, mowing &
trimming during construction

King Floor Service, 301-253-2200, carpeting and
ceiling tiles

Al Smith Air Conditioning & Heating, 301-253-1350,
mechanical repairs

David Post, Landscape Architect, 301-253-9488,
landscape planning

Pat McKenzie, Attorney, 301-253-0552, contract
reviews

Liberty Lock, 301 424-5625, locksmith service for
outside doors

Several government agencies also provided critical
support including the Department of General
Services (Bernie Fitzgerald) which developed the
use permit and generally oversees our work. Also
we must include the Library (Karen Miller) and the
Senior Center (Tony Edghill) as without their
support we would never have been able to acquire
such a great location for the museum.

Jason Collins, owner of King Floor Service, who donated
the carpet, the labor to install the carpet, and the ceiling tiles.

Finally, while many Heritage Society members
contributed their time and effort, particular mention
should be made of Warren Fleming who obtained
our building from the Board of Education, Nathan
Orem who worked more than a week doing all of
the interior painting (see separate article), Chuck
Crawford, a Society member and civil engineer who
worked with county officials, and Jim Starcher, also
a Society member who handled all contracting. We
thank you, one and all.

Once a Damascan,

Always a Damascan!
By Dan King

ADamascano may or may

(please help us out here) but in any event it
accurately describes Mr. Nathan Orem. He has
been a lifelong resident of Damascus and only
recenty moved to a Frederick retirement
community in part because there is so little
retirement housing around Damascus and in part
because, although a lifelong bachelor, he has a
romantic (personal) interest in Frederick. And if
you dondét know it

not

already,



