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From The Editor

What a winter. Aren &you glad that spring is here? It
sure was one for the record books. And the museum
has a flat roof. The snow piled up all around us,
including the roof, but we came through it with flying
colors. That building is as solid as a rock. We were so
happy that our exhibit was safe and warm and we had
no problems all winter in spite of the weather. The
second exhibit is underway and is celebrating Black
History. It has been extremely well attended since
opening February 3. Renee Jackson and Harvey
Zeigler went the extra mile to gather artifacts and
information in order to bring us an organized,
professional looking display that not only presents lots
of local African American history but also information
and memorabilia from County, State, and National
levels as well.

But we never rest. We are working on the next exhibit
that will open on May 5 and will feature farming and
agriculture in and around Damascus. Several of the
downtown farms will be highlighted, most of which are
gone now. If you are new to the area you may be
surprised to know thatthe 7-1 1 and Jerry
firehouse, was once the site of a farm house owned by
the Beall family, and the Weis center and the high
school were a farm owned by the Souders. Come in to
see what else we have uncovered about our local
farms and check out the artifacts that will be on
display. Black History will run until April 28 and farms
will open on May 5.

Of course we are in the midst of planning our Second
Annual Golf Tournament on May 24 at the Links at
Challedon in Mt. Airy. We also will be participating for
the fourth year in Celebrate Damascus on July 9 and
10. Look for us in the parade. August will bring a new
exhibit again. This will feature the civic organizations
in Damascus over the years i some still in existence
and some gone. In September we will be at the
Damascus Fair, as usual. Then later in September we
will have our Heritage Day celebration with the Izaak
Walton League. By November we will open an exhibit
on education. And it goes on and on.

You see, we are busy people but it is fun and
rewarding and we all enjoy what we do. We have lots
of plans and you play a partint he #Abi g wp
always need your support. Please come out to enjoy
our events and exhibits and let us know how we are
doing and how we can improve. The museum is for
you.
Linda Olsen, Editor
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A capacity crowd attended the first Damascus Heritage
Society Tea on February 20", Guest speaker Dolly
Yates, author of Tales from the Teapot, spoke to the
attendees about the history of tea and how to prepare
it properly, along with other topics from her book.
Another guest, Ellen Salins, described her unique Alice
in  Wonderland teapot collection. Tea, scones,
sandwiches, dessert, and great conversation were
enjoyed by all. Door prizes were awarded and
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. Over
$1,080wias raisgd at theeevent for the operation of the
Damascus Heritage Museum.

The dining room was filled to capacity
for the First Annual Tea.
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The venue for the tea was the Damascus Senior
Center dining room with a capacity of about 60 guests.
The room was provided courtesy of Tony Edghill,
Manager of the Senior Center, and he has generously
agreed to do so again next year. The room looked
wonderful with table cloths and china plates and
teacups. Volunteers from the Heritage Society brewed
the tea and served the guests.

Next year the tea will be held on Saturday, February
19" 2011. Please mark your calendar now for this
wonderful event and keep in mind that we had several
men in attendance that also enjoyed the food, tea, and
conversation. We also welcome your help in preparing
for the tea. We need table cloths (anything that will fit
a 540 r ouchioha dineeb dné@ 3alad plates in
pretty floral patterns, and teacups and saucers. If you
would like to contribute any of these items or volunteer
to assist with the event, please contact Daria King on
301-253-1564. Most of all you can support our Second
Annual Tea with your attendance in February 2011.

The Heritage Society
is Playing Golf Again

Please mark May 24, 2010 on your calendar, pray for
sun and 70° and then sign up to play golf at the
Second Annual Heritage Society Golf Tournament at
The Links at Challedon in Mt. Airy. We will have a full
day of golf and food and fun starting with practice in
the morning as early as 10:00 am. Registration will
begin at that time and continue until the shotgun start
at 1:00 pm. A box lunch will be provided at noon for
the golfers to enjoy at the practice range or on the
patio at the club house. A beverage cart will make the
rounds the entire afternoon to keep everyone hydrated
while having fun in the sun. An evening banquet will
be served in the dining room at the club house where
prizes will be awarded and door prizes will be drawn.
The Links at Challedon was so accommodating last
year that we know already that we are all going to have
a wonderful day.
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Please consider sponsoring a tee or a hole or an item
for the goody bag in addition to putting together a
foursome of golf. We have a whole package of
information with all of the details and we would love to
provide it to you if you will call Linda or Ray at 301-
253-1811.

Plaque Dedication
For Charter and Founding
Members

A dedication program was held in the museum on
February 25, 2010 for the Charter and Founding
members of the Damascus Heritage Society. Since
the inception of the Society, it was made clear that the
individuals or businesses that donated $1000-$4999
would be designated as Charter members and anyone
donating in excess of $5000 would be designated as a
Founding member. These two categories of
membership were open to everyone until the Grand
Opening of the museum. Since the Grand Opening
was held on November 17, 2009, being so close to the
end of the year and considering the tax implications of
a large contribution at year-end, the opportunity was
held open an additional six weeks until December 31,
2009. Then In addition to being recognized in this
newsletter and at several museum events, we
promised an engraved plague would be hung
permanently in the museum; a plaque that would
display the names of all the Charter and Founding
members. All of these events have now come to pass
with the dedication of the plaque on February 25, 2010,
whi ch was, i nci dent"birthgay.
(John Grigg was instrumental in planting the seeds for
the organization of the Heritage Society.)
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The plaque hangs in the museum for all to see.
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The Board of Directors is so very thankful for these 33
Charter members and the 2 Founders who believed in
our cause long before we had anything to show for our
efforts. It was their dedication that got us off the
ground and working toward our goal of opening a
museum in Damascus.

Charter member John Grigg on the left and
Founder Bobby Williams on the right enjoy a chat
at the plaque dedication event.

Sycamore Trees
By Pat Williams

Have you ever wondered about the sycamore trees
standing so neatly all in a row on Rt. 108 between
Damascus and Laytonsville? Well, a gentleman came
into the museum recently trying to track down the
history of those majestic trees. He had been all around
asking his question without success until he heard the
following story and now was trying to confirm it.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt was driving to the presidential
retreat, Shangri-La (now Camp David). She was
known for her beautification projects and thought the
area could use a litle enhancement. She soon made
arrangements for her route to be included as one of the
projects under the New Deal. This story sounded
plausible to us so we tried to verify it.

A little Adiggingodo on our
trees were probably planted as a Civil Conservation
Corp. (CCC) project. The CCC was organized in 1933
and there were several CCC camps in the area
employing young men between 18 and 25. The men
were given rooms, food, and a salary of $30 a month
($25 of it was sent to their families). However,
Shangri-La did not become a presidential retreat until
July 1942; prior to that time, the camp, known as Hi-
Catoctin, was for federal government employees and

j ilies. Because of its primitive nature, it was
H a.ve yO U See n OUI’ ﬂeéere Roosevelts would have visited before the

lights? Drive by the mug

presidential retreat was built. The CCC was abolished
, prior to the time the Roosevelts would
ihg the route for a weekend get-away.

after dark_ We have a ?QI%% years later, many of the trees are still
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t have been damaged by disease and
storms. Whatever the real story of the sycamore trees
nam&u should pay attention to them the next time
you drive through the area. Like so much from the
paghy_these unusual landmarks may soon be just a
mfhﬁlf you know anything about the history of the
sycamore trees, we would like to hear from you.

Check out our
Web Site

‘dhsm.org
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Heritage Society Interviewed by
Channel 16, Montgomery County TV
By Renee Jackson

On March 15th, Dan King, Renee Jackson, and Harvey
Zeigler were interviewed by Steven Barrios, Director of
Municipal Notebook, Montgomery County TV, Channel
16, located in Kensington, Maryland. The purpose of
the interview was to discuss the Heritage Society and
the museum as well as the current exhibit. During the
first part of the interview, Dan and Renee were able to
get the word out about who we are, where we are
located, our community and governmental support, as
well as promoting our upcoming activities and exhibits.
In the second half of the program, Renee and Harvey
were able to discuss in detail the current exhibit on

black history entitted iHonor i ng Bl ack

Culture: Pastand Presento . Hopef ul | vy,
have cable service with Verizon or Comcast were able
to watch the interview during the two weeks it aired.
For those that were unable to see it, we have ordered
a DVD of the interview and will make it available for
viewing at the museum.

Yearbooks, Yearbooks,
Damascus Heritage Museum
Needs Yearbooks

The Damascus Heritage Museum has a collection of
Damascus High School Yearbooks and many museum
visitors have enjoyed looking through that collection for
various and assorted reasons. The earliest book we
have is from 1948 but unfortunately we are missing a
few between then and 2009. For that reason we are
currently seeking donations of the following years:

1962, 1966, 1973, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1980,
1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 1993, 1995,
1996, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009.

If you have any of these years and if you are willing to
part with them and donate them to a good cause, they
will have a good home. Remember, Damascus
Heritage Society is a not-for-profit, 501c3 charitable
organization.

We thank you and our patrons thank you.

Join Us for Our Third

Annual Heritage Day
By Nan Norton

Please plan to join the Damascus Heritage Society on
the beautiful grounds of the Isaac Walton League from
noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday, September 19, 2010 for our
third annual Heritage Day celebration. Be sure to note

the date on your calendar and be prepared to have a
lot of fun.

We are planning several enjoyable games for the kids
this year along with fun prizes. We will also have a
iface paintero to decora
something that will delight them all. Stay tuned for
more information on some of the very special things we
have planned to entertain the young ones.

Once again our historical speakers will regale you with
wonderful stories about the history of our town and the
people who lived here long ago. This year Tuck and
Eloise Woodfield will be our local speakers. They are
well known for their expertise on the history of this area
and will delight you with their stories. We are
Hprivideged rtoyhav&dthedre-enactors, CW and Rhonda-

e Vghjtehayr,caythogs RfLCivil war books, actors, and

L
ma n
Cy?vil War history experts, who will speak to us about

life in Harpers Ferry during the Civil War. Rhonda Lee
will read diaries and letters from the period. Their book
will be available for sale and they will autograph them
for you personally. Our speakers will be in period
costumes. You wothsdfascinatiagnpart
of our day.

We have arranged for several Civil War re-enactors
who will be in uniform and have their field equipment
with them. They will be available to chat with you about
the equipment, explaining everything they have and
how it works, and what it was like to be a soldier during
that time. Some of them are representatives at
Gettysburg and Antietam. The telegraph demonstrator
will be here again to show us how the telegraph
worked during the war. Look for more info on the re-
enactors later. We hope to have a delightful surprise
for you here.

The IWL will once again have turkey shoots (with
some yummy prizes), scavenger hunts, a bee keeping
demo, skeet demos, hay rides to the cowboy shoot, a
working blacksmith exhibit, and much more. There will
be delicious food, music, and vendors (a good time to
pick up those unique Christmas presents). We will
have something for everyone.

Watch for more information on Heritage Day. Come
and join us for a community day of fun and to show
your support for the Heritage Society and its effort to
preserve the rich heritage of the area.

Preservation Award

The @APleasant Pl ains of

Daughters of the American Revolution (a member of
the Damascus Heritage Society) was honored at the
recent state conference when it received second place
for t his year 0s "Hi stori

e t
to r
Dams
c P



award was for the restoration of the Damascus United
Methodist Cemetery. It was presented to Bernardine
Beall (a Charter member of the Heritage Society) and
her daughter, Julia for their fundraising efforts, and to
Marianne Baltrotsky who photographed all the
headstones in the cemetery and did the genealogical
research. Recognition of this preservation effort is a
tribute to those helping to preserve the history of
Damascus.

In Memory of and
In Honor of

Since our last newsletter, Winter 2010, we have
received one membership with a dedication:

From Magalis Duvall Waters,
Joan W. Brauning, Bonnie Lee McVeigh,
and Sue W. Kellam
a donation in memory of
Sherwood Duvall, Father and Grandfather

Included with the dedication was a bit of information
about Sherwood Duvall that includes some Damascus
history. The story is as follows:

fSherwood Duvall was one of the founders of the first
bank in Damascus in 1920, named The Bank of
Damascus. He also was one of the directors of the
bank until his death in 1933 at the age of 53. It was a
very successful bank and was bought out by the
Citizens Bank of Maryland on January 30, 1987.
Shortly thereafter, a group of mostly Damascus
residents organized and wanted another Damascus
bank. So today there is a beautiful, successful bank
called the Community Bank of

Submitted by Magalis Duvall Waters

G O I I I\/l AI L ’??f Hls Natlonal Guard days. He worked to establish
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Edward Brooke Lee (1892 1 1984)
By Pat Williams

E. Brooke Lee was born in 1892 in the prestigious Blair
House in Washington, DC. He was the son of Francis
Blair Lee and Anne Brooke Lee. He came from a long
line of political leaders including two signers of the
Declaration of Independence. After serving valiantly in

Id War 1, he returned to the area as a decorated

he 0 aﬁdas%o% He

gan Chis own political career under

Governor Al bert Ritchitem (t he

governor) . Over a span of y

held a variety of influential positions for the state. He

even founded his own newspaper, The Maryland
express his viCowonelld

a good school system in order to train the future
leaders, and he was responsible for the establishment
both the Washington Suburban Sanitary

If yOU are recelvmg a COpy Of thléommlssmn and the Maryland National Capital Park

newsletter in the mail it means that{;g

not have your email addressavH yo

us we can send youwiall of o

g Commission. Col. Lee was also a real
r and developer who became wealthy in

trhe 19206 by transforming

|1Andhold|ngs into subd|V|S|ons, office buildings, and

an email address and want to shar& e

ters, particularly in the Silver Spring area.
n planned suburban growth in the county.

Brooke Lee always found time to maintain his interests
in the land and when he retired from politics in the
19506s he began to purchase
which to raise his polled (hornless) Herefords.



Eventually he would own seven farms in Damascus
and lease numerous others in Frederick and Howard
Counties. His final farm, where he spent the last 30
years of his | ife was the
Sweepstakes Road. Benjamin Gartrell had purchased
the land in about 1823 and established a large tobacco
farm. Col onel Lee named
Spring Farm, 0 a hehdquageesdf hist
farming operations in Maryland, Missouri, and
Mississippi. Col. Lee was the largest breeder of polled
Hereford cattle in the United States. He and his third
wife lived on his Damascus farm until his death in
1984,

At six foot five inches tall and a full head of copper-red
hair, the Col onel was
He was a formidable man who did many good things
for the County and State, but like all politicians, he

wasnot l'i ked by everyone.
breeder, he will go down in history as one of
Maryl andés mo st val uabl e

gentleman farmer and took great delight in starting
others out in the Hereford business. He went to
extraordinary lengths to see that his customers were
satisfied.

Af ter Leeds death in
acres by this time) was sold at auction.

Exhibits

The current exhibit on Black History has been
extremely well received by the community and
continues to break our attendance records from our
short 6-month history. The last day for this exhibit will
be April 28. The museum will be closed on Saturday,
May 1 while we change the interior to celebrate the
farms of Damascus, which is the next exhibit, opening
on Wednesday, May 5. Please stop in to see the Black
Hi story exhibit if you
come back again to enjoy the farm exhibit starting in
May.

Opening in August will be an exhibit on the civic
organizations in Damascus, past and present. In

of ten

1984,

havenot

November we will have an exhibit on schools and
education. During 2011 we have plans for an exhibit
celebrating Black History again, but entirely different

fi drbndthisGaar, aind eométhing dnasports inl Dancaactise d
church architecture, entertainment (remember the
roller rink, the bowling alley, the Druid?) businesses,

on

h i smediciné @an@ doaocsyard thie st goes oniaril io. We r

a will ¢thdnge our exhibits every three months so you see
thatyoumustc ome often so you donot

So, see you at the museum.

Get your Heritage Societ
t-shirt
for summer
at the museum today
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contributors.

Future Meetings

We meet on the third Monday of the month, unless it
faII on a holiday, in which case.it will then be moyed to

fO\(JI’ﬂ”IrMO eR/r All"mBeti gsaarenﬂel i? the Ia}fge

conference room at the Damascus Public Library
unless noted otherwise. For 2010 the meetings are as
follows:

April 19, 2010
May 17, 2010
June 21, 2010
July 19, 2010
August 16, 2010
September 20, 2010
October 18, 2010
November 15, 2010
al r epBedembef 20,2610 S ©

and then

Mark your calendar now. Call 301-253-1811 for
information.




Spring is here

and theHeritage Society
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Join us for our

Second Annual
Golf
Tournament

May 24, 2010

The Links at Challedon
6166 Challedon Circle
Mt. Airy, MD 21771

1:00 PM Shotgun Start

Call 301 -253 -1811 for
information

Sign up today.

Copying service provided by our friends at DOVETAIL - Printing T Signs i Woodworking

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE
DAMASCUS HERITAGE SOCIETY

All payments are tax deductible - we are a
501c3 non-profit charitable organization.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Mail to:

Damascus Heritage Society Inc.
P.O. Box 218
Damascus, MD 20872

Memberships:

[ ] Individual $25

[ ] Family $35

[ ] Business/Friend $50-$99
[ ]Fellow $100-$499

[ 1 Sponsor $500-$999

[ ] Patron $1,000-$4999

[ ] Benefactor $5000+

If desired, in Memory/Honor of:
(circle one)




The museum on a beautiful spring day.
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Damascus Heritage Society Inc.
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Second Annual Golf Tournament, Monday, May 24, 2010
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