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  From the President 
 
 
  What Was Just a Dream….  

 
  What was just a dream for many 
  years, is  now  becoming a  very 
  visible reality.  
  

I hope you have seen our museum taking shape 
next to the Senior Center/Community Library.  
There has been great progress and 
significant evidence of how hard many people 
have worked to make what was once a dream, a 
reality. 
    
Their work has been and remains a reflection of 
their dedication to this project and ―in dedication‖ 
to the many that have come before and could not 
see a Museum come to fruition. The current 
Damascus Heritage Society is the 
―Implementation Team‖ for the dream of many. 
  
That dream was to capture the Heritage and 
History of the Damascus Community.  We have 
now gotten farther than anyone ever has before 
and it shows in our humble but proud building 
next to the Senior Center.  The 
progress (although messy at times, when some 
digging was done just before a rainy day) has 
been very notable.  You can see how far we have 
come.  
  
What you don't see is how hard so many people 
have worked on achieving this dream.  Please 
take note that many of the people mentioned in 
this newsletter are members of the Board.  These 
are the primary members of the Implementation 

Team. Thank them when you see them in and 
about town.  And, I hope you consider joining us - 
minimally as a member and ideally, as part of our 
team.   We are fortunate to have many Charter 
members and soon, our first founding member.  
We are grateful for all of our members and 
encourage you to join.   
 
Please join us as well at our next monthly 
meeting, which will be May 18th, held at 7:00pm 
at the library.    
  
Thank you to everyone that has been such an 
important part of this effort and keep watching as 
we are going to keep growing and building - 
preserving our unique Community Heritage that is 
Damascus. 
 

Randy Scritchfield, President 
 

 

From the Editor 
 
 
Spring is here and the museum is electrified, oh 
yea, oh yea.  Connecting to the transformer at the 
corner of the library was a long and messy 
undertaking but it is done and we are rejoicing.  
Now we have to work on the inside and the 
outside landscaping before we will be ready for 
the big unveiling, but it is coming along and we 
are happy and proud.  We could not have done it, 
however, without you, our Damascus friends and 
neighbors.  Your support and encouragement has 
gotten us to this point and we are so thankful.  
However the big job is just beginning.  We will 
always need your financial support to keep the 
operation going of course, but now we also need 
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your time, your ideas, and your memories of a 
Damascus from the past.  We have a collection of 
some recorded interviews of some of our elder 
statesmen and stateswomen but we can use 
more.  We would like copies of old documents 
and family histories, deeds and bills of sale – 
anything that tells the story of how Damascus 
became the Damascus of today.  Our end goal is 
to have this information displayed and easily 
available for your use and enjoyment and learning 
experience.  It is a big undertaking but with your 
continued interest and support, we can do it.    
 

Linda Olsen, Editor 
 

 

Exterior Museum Construction  
Nears Completion 

By Dan King 
 
With the recent installation of electrical service to 
the museum, exterior construction activity at the 
site nears completion.  This should be welcome 
news to our many supporters and in particular to 
Tony Edghill and Karen Miller, the Senior Center 
and Library managers respectively.  Both have 
been very patient with the disruptions caused by 
the construction and the recent installation of 
electrical service was no exception.  
 

 
The first day of digging to install the electrical lines to the museum. 

 
The electrical work was awarded to Precision 
Electrical Services of Damascus.  A 300’ long, 3’ 
deep conduit had to be installed from the east end 
of the Library, across two roadways and under 
two sidewalks, to the museum located on the west 

side of the site behind the Senior Center.  During 
that time, traffic disruption and muddy conditions 
were the rule.  The trench has now been closed 
and within the next couple of weeks we expect 
Allegheny Power to pull the power cables and 
make the final hook-up.  So far we have been 
very fortunate to find contractors here in 
Damascus to perform all of our major construction 
work and all have performed as promised. All 
work has been done by competitive bid under the 
guidance of Charlie Crawford, a Civil Engineer 
volunteer and member of the Heritage Society. 

 

 
Digging through the street at the Senior Center/Library in order to  

lay the electrical lines from the transformer to the Museum. 

 
Once the electrical work is complete we will be in 
a position to begin the interior work in the building.  
Ceiling and walls must be repaired and painted, 
new carpeting has to be installed, and heating/air 
conditioning has to be repaired/replaced.  There 
will undoubtedly be other items such as exit signs 
and fire extinguishers that will have to be installed 
to meet County occupancy requirements.    Now 
that the heavy construction is complete, much of 
the remaining construction can be handled by our 
own volunteers.  Volunteers have already painted 
the building, installed shutters, painted the doors 
and railings, and are now working on letters for 
the end of the building identifying it as the 
―Damascus Heritage Museum.‖ 

 
We are also fortunate to have found volunteers to 
help with landscaping for the building.  David 
Post, a local Landscape Architect, has 
volunteered to prepare a landscaping plan for the 
building and the Damascus Family Community 
Garden Club has agreed to support our efforts.  
(Find more information about David Post on page 
6 of this newsletter.)  Gail Davidson of the 
Heritage Society is coordinating these efforts and 
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once the landscaping plan is available, she will 
publish it in this Newsletter. 
 

 
Golf Tournament Postponed 

 
The Heritage Society First Annual Golf 
Tournament was postponed from Monday, April 
20 until Monday, May 4.  It was a difficult decision 
to make but the weather seemed as though it was 
going to be unsuitable for golfing.  After consulting 
with Betty, the wonderfully cooperative lady at the 
golf course, and after reviewing the weather 
predictions on numerous television stations, the 
decision was an easy one.   As it turned out, the 
weathermen were correct and it rained all day on 
Monday, April 20, so the decision to postpone 
was a good one.  So, hopefully everyone involved 
will be ready for May 4, and hopefully we will pick 
up a few more interested golfers along the way.  
The full day includes practice in the morning, 
lunch, a shot-gun start at 1:00 PM, a banquet for 
the evening meal, and great awards and prizes.  
Please consider joining us for this great day of 
golf.  For more info about the tournament call the 
Olsen’s at 301-253-1811. 

Let’s play golf…. 
 

 

Baker Trailers 
By Dan King 

 
When we first acquired former portable classroom 
trailers for the museum, we were given a total of 
four (halves) by the Board of Education.  Two of 
those trailers became the new museum behind 
the Senior Center/Library and two others were 
placed on Board of Education land across from 
Baker Middle School.  These latter trailers were to 
be used for the storage of artifacts by the Heritage 
Society and also made available to the Recreation 
Center for storage of materials for a planned 
Bicycle Rodeo.  Unfortunately, funding was not 
available for either activity so the trailers were 
made available by the Heritage Society to other 
community organizations. The Fire Department, 
local churches, the Izaak Walton League and 
other community organizations were contacted 
but none had an immediate need.  Thankfully, the 
Montgomery County Police Training Academy has 

now found a use for the trailers and they will be 
donated to the Police to use as storage for 
training materials at their Rockville facility. 
 
Note from the Editor:  We want to thank Long 
Fence Company for donating fencing to surround 
the Baker trailers while they have been residing 
on the Board of Education grounds.  We are 
grateful for the support of so many of our 
community businesses.   
 

 
 
 

WE HAVE SHIRTS 
 

 

 

Possible Location of a Future Cultural 
Center/Museum in Damascus 

By Dan King 
 
For most of the next decade, a home has been 
found for a Damascus museum—on the land 
located immediately behind the Damascus Senior 
Center/Library.  This has been and remains the 
focus of all our efforts.  But what about the more 
distant future?  Will the time come when the 
County will no longer extend our use permit for 
the site? 
 
This is, of course, possible and we have not 
ignored this possibility.  During our search for a 
location for the museum we identified a little over 
three acres adjacent to the Senior Center/Library 
that is owned by the State Highway Administration 
(SHA).  With the support of our state officials 
(Senator Kramer took the lead) and Council 
President Mike Knapp, we were successful in 
getting the SHA to declare the land surplus and 
the county to express an interest in acquiring it. 
While many hurdles would have to be overcome 
(particularly the cost of purchase in these very 
difficult financial times), it is a possibility that we 
will continue to pursue along with our other efforts 
as the land is ideally situated for use not only as a 
future museum site but also as a perfect location 
for any number of other cultural activities that take 
place in Damascus (theater groups, clubs, choral 
groups, etc.).  We will keep you posted as this 
situation develops.  
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Additional Charter Members 
 
A complete list of Charter Members was 
published in the Fall 2008 issue of our newsletter.  
Updates for each quarter will appear in every 
newsletter with the complete list published again 
in the Fall 2009 edition.  In this issue we will 
update the list with just those Charter Members 
who have joined our Society since the Winter 
2009 issue was printed.    
 
Charter Member updates since Winter 2009 are 
as follows: 
 

David and Gail Davidson 
 

The Waters Family, brother and sister     
     Mary Waters Richards  
     and William Waters  
 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ Ψ¢ǳŎƪȅΩ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƻƛǎŜ (Haney) Woodfield     
       
We appreciate every one of our members and 
contributors and we especially thank our Charter 
Members.  Without your support our museum 
would not be possible.  Thank you all. 
 
Please note that the Charter memberships will 
close with the grand opening of the museum.  At 
that time a plaque will be prepared to hang 
permanently in the museum that will list all of the 
Charter Members.  A new designation will be 
named to replace the $1000+ donation level at 
that time.   If you wish to become a Charter 
Member, please contact us today. 
 

 

Memberships ―In Memory of‖  
or ―In Honor of‖ 

 
As with the Charter Members, the ―In Memory of‖ 
and ―In Honor of‖ complete list was printed in the 
Fall 2008 issue of the newsletter.  In this issue we 
will print just the additions from this quarter, since 
the Winter 2009 edition was published.  Then 
again in the Fall 2009 issue, we will print the 
complete list.   
 
The additions are as follows: 
 
From Peggy Bellison,  

A donation in memory of  

Thomas E. Bellison  

 

From Linda and Tim Gilbert,  

A donation in memory of  

Helen Swaim  

 

From Thomas ôTuckyõ and Eloise (Haney)       

Woodfield and Families,  

A donation in memory and in honor of  

Forrest N. and Esther (King) Haney  and 

Ritchie E. and Helen (Pearce) Haney,  Builder, 

Merchant, and Blacksmith Businesses  

 

From Thomas ôTuckyõ and Eloise (Haney)       

Woodfield and Families,  

A donation in memory of  

Thomas G. and E. Casandra (Boyer)     

Woodfield, First Car Dealership in Damascus 

and the Town of Woodfield  

 

From Thomas ôTuckyõ and Eloise (Haney)       

Woodfield and Families,  

A donation in memory of  

Thoma s D. and Sarah (King) Woodfield, 

Instrumental in providing electrical power in 

Damascus  

 

From Allie May Buxton,  

A donation in honor of  

Harvey Zeigler and his sister, Inez  McAbee  

 
What a wonderful way to remember someone 
special in your life.  We thank everyone for their 
support of the Damascus Heritage Society.   
 

 

Correction – Correction - Correction 
 
In the last newsletter, I updated the list of 
Memberships ―In Memory of‖ and ―In Honor of‖ 
and I made an error. I want to apologize to Chuck 
and Betsy Kenney for listing their daughter with 
the wrong last name.  I have no idea how I arrived 
at the name I used but it should have read as 
follows: 
 
From William and Elizabeth Kenney,  

A donation in honor of daughter  

Rena Pearson, husband David,  

     and family,  

In lieu of Christmas gifts  

 

What a wonderful gesture it was to donate to the 
Heritage Society in lieu of Christmas presents and 
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then it appeared wrong.  I’m sorry, please accept 
my apology.   

Linda Olsen, Editor 
 

 
 

BUY MORE SHIRTS 
 

 

 
Damascus Rotary Closes  

Bank Account 
 

The Damascus Rotary closed down their 
organization in March 2008.  At that time, they 
divided their remaining funds among several 
Damascus non-profit organizations, one of which 
was the Heritage Society.  We were more than 
grateful at the time and thought they were finished 
with their good works.  
 
During the first week of April 2009 we received yet 
another check from the Damascus Rotary for 
$90.20.  It seems that their checking account was 
left open to settle some outstanding checks and 
fees and was just recently closed and the final 
funds disbursed.  Again, they thought of the 
Heritage Society and gave the last of their money 
to us.  The Heritage Society would like to say a 
big thank you to Chuck Kenney and the former 
Damascus Rotary for their support even after they 
are gone.  Thank you from all of us.    
 

 

Celebrate Damascus 

is coming on 

 July 10 and 11 
********* 

Join us at the museum  
 

 

Bond Bill Status 
By Pat Williams 

 
Two years ago the state of Maryland passed a 
bond bill granting the Damascus Heritage Society 
$200,000 for the establishment of a museum in 
Damascus.  Obtaining the funds was contingent 
on the Society providing $100,000 (half cash, half 
in-kind) within the first two years.  Thanks to the 
generosity of our community, we have made great 
progress, but due to the unexpected downturn of 
the economy, we have not yet raised the entire 
amount.  A request for an extension was recently 
passed by the Maryland State Legislators which 
allows additional time to raise the matching funds.  
We are confident that we will be able to reach our 
goal and submit the required documentation in the 
near future.  Once we reach the matching goal, 
we will have until June 2014 to expend the 
$200,000 on acquisition or construction of a 
permanent museum (funds cannot be used for the 
day-to-day cost of running the museum).  The 
grant will put us well on our way to obtaining a 
permanent home but we will continue to need 
your financial and moral support to preserve the 
unique heritage that is Damascus (your heritage). 
 

 

Support Our Local Businesses— 
They are Supporting Us! 

 
If it wasn’t for the support of our local businesses, 
there would be no museum in Damascus.  It is 
that simple. While we have received the 
occasional gift certificate from the national chains 
(and we don’t wish to seem ungrateful for any 
contribution, no matter how small) it is the local 
businesses that have donated so generously with 
their money, services, and labor. 
 
This was very much brought home recently when 
we went out for bids for carpeting to be installed in 
the museum.  Both the Hawkins Floor Company 
(301-948-5520) and King Floor Service (301-
253-2200) responded positively and offered to 
provide both the carpeting and labor for the 
museum. Their generous offers (several thousand 
dollars worth of material and labor) were most 
welcome and the Board of Directors was in the 
unique and uncomfortable position of having to 
decide which offer to accept.  Since no one 
involved had the ―wisdom of Solomon‖ it was 
decided to have a ―blind drawing‖ at our next 
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meeting on April 27th and select the provider in 
that manner.  But however the drawing goes, it 
doesn’t change the fact that two companies, both 
servicing the upper county, very generously 
offered their support to our efforts.   
 
The Society is grateful for the significant support 
of many businesses.   Among those supporting us 
recently and significantly has been: 
 
A & B Luck 
American Microwave Corporation 
Beall’s Florist 
Design Kitchens and Bath, LLC 
Dovetail Printing 
Fire Works Art Café 
Gladhill Brothers  
Izaak Walton League 
Long Fence 
Molesworth-Williams Funeral Home 
Pat McKenzie, Attorney-at-Law 
PNC Bank 
PR Family Medicine 
SK&A Engineering 
Woodfield Veterinary Clinic 
 

Landscape Architect Offers Services 

for the Museum 
 

David Post, a local Damascus resident, has 
offered his services to design landscaping for the 
museum grounds.   Mr. Post is a landscape 
architect licensed in Maryland, Virginia, and West 
Virginia and a partner with Donovan, Feola, 
Balderson & Assoc., Inc. in Montgomery Village.  
He has been with DFB since 1984 and has 
designed many successful and award-winning 
projects in the Washington metropolitan area.  Mr. 
Post will be joining us at the April 27 meeting to 
present his designs.  We are looking forward to a 
successful collaboration. 
 

People Making a Difference 

By Pat Williams 
 
As part of our continuing series on people making 
a difference, we will look at a builder — a builder 
of structures, communities and people.  The 
Gledehill brothers (later changed to Gladhill) 
came to the colonies in the 1700’s and settled in 

Maryland; originally as indentured servants for the 
Antietam Iron Works and eventually establishing 
farms in the Frederick area.  Franklin Gladhill was 
raised on a farm on Gas House Pike in Frederick 
and followed his desire to become an educator, 
leading him to the two-room school in 
Browningsville in 1907.  Mr. Gladhill and his 
young wife, Mollie (Baker) purchased the 1803 
Jimmy Day mill and mill house and settled into the 
busy life of a farm community.  Mr. Gladhill used 
his position as principal of the Browningsville 
School to impart his love of knowledge to the big, 
rough boys of the area.  To provide for his 
growing family, which included Upton and 
Bernard, he farmed his land and dealt in cattle.   
 
One hundred years ago in the old mill house on 
Bennett Creek, Bernard ―Buck‖ Gladhill was born.  
He attended the Browningsville School under the 
watchful eye of Principal Gladhill, his father.  He 
graduated from Damascus High School in 1927 
and married high school sweetheart, Ethel Scott, 
three years later, a union that lasted 69 years.  
―Buck‖ was a farmer and dairyman by trade, using 
the tried and true methods he learned as a young 
boy but incorporating new techniques where he 
could.  By 1937 he identified the need for a  
dealership to serve the farming community and 
with his brother Upton; he started the current John 
Deere dealership, keeping the parts in a section 
of his father-in-law’s store on Main Street.    
 
During World War II, he developed strategies to 
increase milk and grain production for many local 
farmers and took up flying his own private plane 
(he would often taxi down Main Street for a fill up 
at Tuckers). He crashed his plane at a softball 
tournament in Damascus in 1948, suffering 
severe facial injuries. After his recovery, he 
bought another airplane but the FAA canceled his 
pilot’s license citing ―Guys with one eye can't fly."  
He was a strong community leader who led the 
effort to bring a water system to the town and 
gave many hours of service and financial support 
to numerous organizations.  He was instrumental 
in starting the Damascus Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Damascus Lion’s Club. 
―Buck‖ was engaged in a variety of enterprises 
and was a highly respected and trusted 
businessman.  As a builder, he oversaw the 
construction of countless commercial and 
industrial buildings (including Tom & Rays which 
was originally a haberdashery), and one water 
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tower, and was photographed on the roof of many 
of them.  
 
Mr. Gladhill was an extraordinary collector and 
enjoyed gathering bells, blacksmith tools, farm 
implements and fire engines, helping to preserve 
part of the unique heritage of Damascus. 
 

 
 

Buck and Ethel Gladhill 
 

 
Future Meetings 

 
We meet on the third Monday of the month, 
unless it falls on a holiday, in which case it will 
then be moved to the fourth Monday.  All 
meetings are held in the large conference room at 
the Damascus Public Library unless noted 
otherwise.  For 2009 the meetings are as follows:  

 

April 27, 2009  

May 18, 2009  

June 15, 2009  

July 20, 2009  

August 17, 2009  

September 21, 2009  

October 19, 2009  

November 16, 2009  

December 21, 2009  

  
Mark your calendar now.  Call 301-253-1811 for 
information.    
 

 

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE 
DAMASCUS HERITAGE SOCIETY, INC. 

 
All payments are tax deductible - we are a  
501c3 non-profit charitable organization. 

 
 
Name:  

 
 
Address:  

 

 
City, State, Zip:  

  

 
 Phone:  

  

   
Email:  

  
 
 
 

Memberships: 
 

[  ] Individual $25    
 

[  ] Family $35  
 

[  ] Business  $50 
 

[  ] Sponsor  $100-$249 
 

[  ] Patron  $250-$499     
 

[  ] Benefactor  $500-$999  
 

[  ] Charter  $1,000-$4999   
 

[  ] Founder  $5000+ 
 

[  ] Other________________________ 
 

 
If desired, in Memory/Honor of: 
         (circle one) 
 

  

 
Mail to: 

 

 

Damascus Heritage Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 218 

Damascus, MD 20872 
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