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From the Editor 
  
We are planning the Grand Opening.  Yes, we are.  It 
has been a long time coming.  This is the third attempt to 
build a museum in Damascus and it looks like the third 
time was, indeed, the charm.  Our building is finished 
and we are busy at this moment with collecting and 
gathering items for our first exhibit.  What an exciting 
time for us and for the community.  We could not have 
come this far, of course, without your help, and for that 
we are so thankful.  However, your job is not finished 
yet.  We still need your Damascus memorabilia for our 
collection as well as your continued financial support to 
keep our organization going.  We operate on a 
shoestring but nevertheless, we do have a few monthly 
expenses to keep us always thinking òfund raisingò.  We 
have an alarm system now, so your memorabilia will be 
safe.  We have heat and air and light so you will be 
comfortable when you visit.  Those two items alone 
generate monthly expenses.  So on one hand, come 
help us celebrate our Grand Opening in November but 
on the other hand keep us in mind when you are looking 
for a place to make one more charitable contribution 
before year end.  Watch the Gazette, your computers, 
the flyers around town, or your mail boxes for your 
invitation to our Grand Opening celebration.  Please do 
join us and support your local museum.      

  
Linda Olsen, Editor 
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Grand Opening  

 

 

Construction is Complete at Last 
By Jim Starcher, Charlie Crawford, & Dan King 

 
In September construction of the museum facility was 
finally completed.  The County has issued an occupancy 

permit for the museum and nothing now stands between 
us and the official opening. The final construction items 
included the following: 
 

¶ The completion of a ñwall checkò to verify the 
location of the facility on the Library/Senior 
Center property.  This required a registered 
land surveyor to perform the work and we 
were once again fortunate that a local 
business owner came to our rescue.  Mitch 
Goode of Goode Surveys of Damascus 
(301-368-3700) generously undertook the 
work for us.  This was the final item prior to the 
issuance of a building occupancy permit. 
 

¶ The installation of a monitored alarm system 
to protect the facility.  We felt that exhibitors 
might be reluctant to display their items 
without some level of protection and a 
monitored alarm system provides just that.  
Should someone attempt to improperly enter 
the building, an alarm will be automatically 
called in to police. 

 

Minor enhancements (landscaping, interior 
refurbishment, repair work, etc.) will continue for the life 
of the facility.  But, who ever thought that we would get 
this far? 

  
 

Heritage Day 2009 ï  
What a Wonderful Day 

 

The Second Annual Heritage Day, co-sponsored by the 
Wildlife Achievement Chapter of the Izaak Walton 
League and the Damascus Heritage Society, was held 
on September 20 on the beautiful grounds of the Izaak 
Walton League on Mullinix Mill Road.   
 

What a wonderful day it was.  The weather was 
beautiful, the vendors showed their wares, the music 
was great, the hay rides, the turkey shoot, the 
blacksmith, the tours of bees, trees, and woods were all 
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fun and interesting, and the food was terrific (hats off to 
the chef who had a special sausage made just for our 
event at the Mt. Airy Meat Locker).   
 

 
The banner announcing the event hung in  

front of the Library for 10 days. 
 

 
Harvey Zeiglerôs daughter, Sheila, and husband  

entertained with gospel music during the first hour. 
 

We had a civil war re-enactor demonstrating the 
telegraph, we had antique tractors and the first fire 
engine the Damascus Fire Company had in service, we 
had cowboys, historical speakers, and air gun 
demonstrations.  You can see that there was something 
for everyone.   

 

 
Local band, Half Shell, played after the gospel singers  

and for the rest of the day.  The drummer is Randy Anderson,  
one of the owners of the Music Café in Damascus. 

 
Ray talks to Charter members Helen Souder Boyer and her 

daughter and son-in-law, Sally and Randy Smith. 

 

 
Member Renee Jackson speaks about her  

grandfather, Arnold Hawkins. 
 

 
Dan King, seated and in the white shirt, talked about his 
grandmother, Sallie Purdum Souder.  His aunt and also a 

daughter of Sallie Souder is Jane Souder Snapp, who added  
some information to Danôs story. 

 

We are already planning our Third Annual Heritage Day 
2010.  Every year we will be bigger and better so plan 
now for September 19 of next year to come on out to 
Izaak Walton and join the fun.  
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The day was winding down so Dan and Daria decided  

to dance to the music of Half Shell. 

 
Heritage Day Conclusion: a good time was had by all. 

 
 

Charter Members 
 
A complete list of Charter Members was published in the 
Fall 2008 issue of this newsletter.   In each newsletter 
since then the additions for that particular quarter have 
been published.  Now it is Fall 2009 and we will again 
publish the complete list of Charter Members.  They are 
as follows: 
 
Bernardine Gladhill Beall 
Harold T. and Carolyn W. Bennett 
Helen W. Boyer 
Betty E. Brown 
Fran Burlas 
Alicia Buxton and George Boyer, MD 
Allie May Buxton 
Robert L. Clark 
Damascus Lions Club, President Eloise 
 Woodfield, 2008 
David and Gail Davidson 
Evelyn M. Gladhill ** 
John B.L. and Barbara Mullinix Grigg 
Ruby Hyatt 
Dan and Daria King 
Nan Norton 
Ray and Linda Olsen 
Doris M. Pope 
Mark Sain 
Ephraim and Barbara Salins 
Randy and Kathy Scritchfield 
Peggy and Raymond Sicotte 
Randolph and Sally Boyer Skogsberg Smith   
             and Children     
James Starcher 
Elizabeth K. Thompson 
H. Deets Warfield, Jr. 
The Waters Family, brother and sister 
             Mary Waters Richards & William Waters 

Wildlife Achievement Chapter of the Izaak  
            Walton League of America, Inc. 
Patricia D. Williams 
Robert L. Williams 
Thomas óTuckyô and Eloise (Haney) Woodfield     
 
**New this quarter 
 
We appreciate every one of our members and 
contributors and we especially thank our Charter 
Members.  Without your support our museum would not 
be possible.  Thank you all. 
 
Please note that the Charter memberships will be 
extended until December 31, 2009 for anyone 
interested in making a last minute tax deductable 
contribution to a non-profit organization before the 
end of this tax year.  After the close of the Charter 
designation a plaque will be prepared listing all of the 
Charter members.  The plaque will then be on 
permanent display in the museum.  A new designation 
will be named to replace the $1000+ donation level at 
that time.   If you wish to become a Charter Member, 
please contact us today.  The necessary forms can be 
found at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 

Damascus ï A Crossroads On A Hill 
By Pat Williams 

 
The story of Damascus is the story of people, farms, 
churches, schools, and community spirit.  Tobacco was 
the chief money crop of the Maryland colonies, where 
slaves and indentured servants performed much of the 
intensive manual labor, therefore, black history is 
interwoven in the fabric of our townôs story. 
 
The town history began two hundred thirty-five years ago 
when Matthew Pigman received a land grant for 1,101 
acres of fertile land on a hill in Maryland.  He officially 
registered his grant as ñPleasant Plains of Damascus.ò  
The original location started in the center of the present 
town and extended eastward toward Etchison.  By the 
time Mr. Pigman received his patent (deed) in 1774, 
there were already many settlers in the area including 
Brownings, Duvalls, Kings, and Moxleys to name just a 
few.   
 
In 1816, Edward Hughes purchased a portion of the 
original ñPleasant Plains of Damascusò from James 
Whiffing, and laid out a town containing 14 lots.  The 
town of Damascus is first mentioned officially on April 
30, 1816 when Hughes received congressional approval 
for a postal route through the town.  Hughes was 
appointed as the first postmaster by the fourth president, 
James Madison. 
 
Religion and education were very important to the early 
residents, and by the late 1800ôs Damascus had 


